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On September 10 the first Allied patrol to cross the German frontier did so just south
of Aachen (see After the Battle No. 42). At that time the front line (dotted) lay in front

. of the Siegfried Line — Germany’s West Wall. Astride the Line south of the city lay a

deep belt of forest — the Hiirtgenwald — through which the Americans launched their
attack on September 13. The bloody battle lasted three months, sucking in more and
more men from both sides. By December 15, just as the major part of the Hiirtgen
Forest had been cleared (solid line), Hitler launched his counter-blow through the
Ardennes, halting any further American advance for a month.



